Fine mapping of an immunodominant region of the transmembrane protein of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV-1).
Peptides of HIV sequences are significant for antibody screening systems, and because of the limited number of amino acids they have to represent immunodominant regions of the virus proteins in order to maintain sensitivity. We detected, in a region of the outside loop of the transmembrane protein gp41 of the human immunodeficiency virus HIV-1 (amino acid 586-620), two immunodominant sequences which are distinct from each other. Whereas in the first immunodominant region the sensitivity and specificity of ELISA were inadequate, a neighbouring region is well suited for use as antigen for an anti-HIV screening ELISA.